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International Librarianship, Part I
International. Librarianship. Two concepts that
together form an intriguing and significant area of
library endeavor. All over the world, the importance
of literacy and the dissemination of information are
recognized, and the crucial role of libraries and librar-
ians in accomplishing those goals is incontestably
acknowledged.

We eagerly seized the opportunity to share with OLA
Quarterly readers the wide range of experiences avail-
able to librarians beyond our borders, not only as
visitors, but as participants in library programs as well.
We hope, too, to accent the benefits of international
experiences, as well as inform an understanding of
similarities and differences in library services in dif-
ferent locales.

This issue, one of two on this topic, includes an article
by Kathy Greey, Rosalind Wang, and Frances Lau that
summarizes the history of the Ore;lgon State Library-
Fujian Provincial Library exchange, and also one by
Brian Williams who offers a personal perspective on
his exchange in Fuzhou and Quanzhou, China. Faye
Powell’s experiences working with Indian libraries,
and enticing visits to libraries in Ireland by Bonnie
Hirsch, in Germany by Carol Reich, and in Kenya
and Scotland by Heather McNeil are also detailed and
described in this issue.

Richard Sapon-White has written a bibliographic essay
that details excellent sources for more information
on international librarianship programs and more,
as well as an article about Pamoja, an intercultural,
library-focused, simulation game. And, as an example
of an international experience that doesn’t require a
passport, Paula Germond has written a poem based
on her work with Middle Eastern students attending
Marylhurst College.

We hope that reading this issue will inspire you to
have an international library adventure of your own
and that you will come away with a heightened aware-
ness of the challenges faced by the international and
multicultural users of our libraries.
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